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MLK JR. - 3
Civil Rights activ-
ist Martin Luther King 
Jr. has always held an 
important place in Suffolk 
University’s history. In 
1956 King spoke at the 
Ford Hall Forum, and 
his wife Coretta Scott 
King received an honor-
ary degree from Suffolk 
in 1997. Years later, 




nity came together in the 
African Meeting House 
on Jan. 21 celebrate the 
life of the activist Martin 
Luther King Jr., and the 
legacy King left behind. 
The celebration featured 
the presentation of the 
Creating the Dream Award 
and a keynote speech by 
the Rev. Brandon Thomas 
Crowley.
“We must wake up and 
recognize that being woke 
is not enough. Being woke 
and including a sentence 
on Instagram or Facebook 
and singing about it is not 
enough, you can not be a 
follower of King and not 
be willing to speak up 
against unjust structures 
that exist,” said Crowley.
For many, the yearly 
celebration is a time to 
reflect on the past, pres-
ent and future and gather 
as a community.
“I wanted to see the 
legacy that MLK left 
behind, and see how it’s 
active today. If some-
one like that is leaving 
a legacy and impact-
ing so many lives, (that 
legacy) deserves to be 
celebrated,” said Lindsay 
Dieudonne, a freshman 
government major.
Suffolk a capella group 
Soulfully Versed led the 
crowd in a rendition of 
the first verse of “Lift 
Every Voice and Sing,” 
often referred to as the 
Black National Anthem. 
The poem-turned-song 
was first performed in 
1900 to commemorate 
Lincoln’s birthday and 
began the official song of 
the National Association 
for the Advancement of 
Colored People.
Introductions were 
made by Director of the 
Center for Diversity and 
Inclusion (CSDI) Beatriz 
Patino and Assistant 
Director Cameron 
Breither.
The number of 
reported cases of  the 
Wuhan coronavirus rose 
by 60% overnight. This 
respiratory virus has 
already killed 106 people 
with 4,600 cases reported 
in mainland China alone, 
according to the BBC. 
Rapidly spreading 
throughout China with 
five reported cases in the 
United States, the virus is 
alarming people all over 
the world. 
Now, China is under 
the microscope. 
The city of Wuhan, 
with a population of 
over 11 million, became 
the incubator of the new 
deadly virus threatening 
to expand into a new 
major pandemia. Chinese 
military has sealed the 
city with road blocks, 
public transportation 
stopped. 
Most of the major 
roads in Hubei province, 
where Wuhan is located, 
have been locked down, 
forcing more than 58 mil-
lion people to stay in their 
homes. 
Many anticipate this 
will be a very difficult 
task as China has one of 
the highest populations in 
the world. 
“You can’t really block 
every road and every con-
nection. It may be possible 
to an extent... but it’s not 
a foolproof measure,” said 
Gauden Galea, the World 
Health Organization’s 
(WHO) representative in 
China, to the BBC. 
With a rapidly grow-
ing number of people 
infected with the coro-
navirus and even more 
predicted to come, China’s 
government has already 
faced a lack of medical 
facilities and personnel 
in the infected area. 
Suffolk honors King’s true legacy at annual 
MLK Jr. day celebration
Katelyn Norwood / Staff Writer
Coronavirus cases increase as Chinese government 
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A blast from the past...
(Lef t) An empty parking lot sits next to the Frank Sawyer Building 
in the 1970s
(Right) Suf folk opened the Nathan R. Miller Residence Hall there 
in 2003
Courtesy of the Moakley Archive & Institute Emily Devlin / Journal Staff
It was only a few short 
months ago when six 
Sawyer Business School 
students decided that they 
wanted to help their class-
mates get together every 
week and hear from pro-
fessionals in the financial 
industry first-hand. As a 
result, the students started 
the Suffolk University 
Finance Club.
The Rams behind 
the project are sopho-
mores Liam O’Toole, Elie 
Vaturi, Ian Melkonian, 
Mason Lafferty, junior 
Eric Kostandin and senior 
Sydney Watson.
“The Finance Club is a 
student-led organization 
on campus which aims to 
act as the central nexus 
between students and 
financial institutions,” said 
Watson, executive director 
and co-founder of the club.
Watson said that even 
though this organization 
is brand new, she is con-
fident it will stand out 
among the hundreds of 
others that Suffolk has to 
offer.
 “We are different from 
other clubs on campus 
because we are offering an 
interactive learning expe-
rience through various 
means, such as a port-
folio management game 
and real world practice 
in skills like networking,” 
said Watson, a finance and 
global business double 
major. 
Watson believes that 
as the only female on the 
club’s executive board, she 
brings a different perspec-
tive to the group.
“Being the only woman 
on the board actually 
gives me a sense of 
empowerment, and I have 
developed a great rela-
tionship with each of the 
guys,” said Watson. “We 
all have unique skills and 
abilities which I believe 
we integrate well together 
in pursuit of our various 
goals for the club and our 
members.”  
The club’s leaders are 
confident the speakers 
will benefit from the stu-
dents as well. According to 
Kostandin, president and 
co-founder of the Finance 
Club, the club was inspired 
to bring in financial insti-
tutions by other clubs on 
campus who were bring-
ing speakers from the 
industries they wanted to 
pursue.
Kostandin and the team 
have done a lot of net-
working in the past  look 
forward to passing these 
connections onto other 
Suffolk students. Firms, 
including State Street, 
Merrill Lynch, JP Morgan 
Chase & Co. and more, are 
set to speak at the club’s 
meetings. 
“We want to help the 
members of the club find 
their passion in finance or 
in any sector of the busi-
ness world,” said O’Toole, 
vice president and 
co-founder of the club. 
But Kostandin says that 
the dedicated individu-
als on the e-board were 
responsible for bringing 
this club to life. Though 
the board has been work-
ing to prepare the club for 
it’s Suffolk debut, they are 
confident it will be worth 
it.
“In the end, all the hard 
work will pay off because 
we’re going to be helping 
so many people at the 
school,” said Kostandin.
Members of Suffolk’s new Finance Club tables at the Winter 
Involvement Fair Thursday
Courtesy of Michael J. Clarke 
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Suffolk remembers Martin Luther King Jr. with 
Creating the Dream award
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BSBA Marketing ’17, MBA ’19
Digital Analyst, Liberty Mutual Insurance
*According to U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
CSDI has been a long-
time partner of the event 
and is the sponsor for 
the Creating the Dream 
Award,
“We do this event every 
single year, it’s something 
we kind of try to keep as 
a tradition. And we work 
really closely with Black 
Student Union when we 
do this event, especially 
because its so important 
to the black community to 
keep Dr. King’s memory in 
mind,” said Jess Lorenzana, 
a Diversity Peer Educator.
Suffolk’s Creating the 
Dream Award was first 
awarded in 2005 to rec-
ognize the sustained 
and tangible impact on 
Suffolk’s communities of 
color by an individual, 
organization, or depart-
ment. This year’s recipient 
was senior Leah Grannum, 
president of the Black 
Student Union (BSU). 
As well as being the 
past treasurer and cur-
rent president of BSU, 
Grannum has supported 
Suffolk’s communities 
of color through her 
involvement as a planning 
committee member for 
the Celebration of Black 
Excellence, a member of 
the Journey Leadership 
Program and attended the 
racial justice alternative 
spring break trip last year.
“She leads with 
integrity. Her efforts in 
addressing and raising 
awareness about issues 
of equity, diversity and 
inclusion on our campus 
are done tirelessly through 
her robust leadership 
involvement. She is con-
stantly challenging the 
status quo in an effort to 
make Suffolk University a 
place for everyone,” said 
one nominator.
Grannum was congrat-
ulated by Kelly on her 
accomplishment and was 
overjoyed to receive the 
award. 
“This is one of the big-
gest accomplishments that 
I will cherish forever,” said 
Grannum.
Keynote speaker 
Crowley demonstrated in 
his speech, entitled, “A 
Tale of Two Kings,” that 
there seems to be two 
different versions of MLK 
Jr. that are remembered in 
today’s society.
“There is the true 
historical King who threat-
ened the racist tapestry of 
America who was a threat, 
but then there is also this 
fake, newly created lib-
eral Dr. King that exists 
in the collective memories 
of white minds that only 
casts King as a dociel doe,” 
said Crowley.
The Reverend exam-
ined how King was a 
radical in his time, citing 
From MLK JR. - 1 evidence to him pushing 
for reparations, and was 
heavily disliked during 
his time in both black and 
white America. Crowley 
noted that even the black 
community in his home-
town in Georgia did not 
want to allow King to 
come because “he’s a 
troublemaker.”
“Now that we jump to 
2020, and everybody loves 
Dr. King,” said Crowley.
The speaker ques-
tioned how in a country 
that still has deeply rooted 
racism and division can 
call on the name of King 
and carve his principles 
in stone in the National 
Mall. To him, America has 
rewritten history to pro-
duce a palatable portrait 
of a man that starkly com-
pares to him to Malcolm X, 
and Crowley didn’t want 
the ‘saitized’ king.
“Their King was a 
lover not a fighter. A near 
respectable ‘Uncle Tom’ 
reconciler instead of an 
anti-establishment revo-
lutionary,” said Crowley. 
“We must, like King, take 
the risk of losing it all.” 
The Rev. Brandon Thomas Crowley delivers a 
keynote speech at the African Meeting House 
on Joy Street Jan. 21.
Katelyn Norwood / Staff Writer
Suffolk Black Student Union President Leah 
Grannum accepts the “Creating the Dream” 
award from President Marisa Kelly
Katelyn Norwood / Staff Writer
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These graduates are 
only a handful of Suffolk 
firsts The Journal will 
present this semester. In 
the second part of this 
four-part series, which 
will come out next month, 
The Journal will showcase 
Suffolk’s first black stu-
dents and staff in honor 
of Black History Month.
To ring in the new 
decade— and The Suffolk 
Journal’s first edition 
of the semester— we’re 
throwing it back to some 
of Suffolk’s first students. 
Suffolk’s first president, 
Archer Gleason, founded 
Archer’s Evening School 
in 1906, the same year the 
first radio broadcast was 
sent over the airwaves in 
the United States from 
Brant Rock, Massachusetts, 
and the same year Kellogg’s 
Cornflakes were first dis-
tributed. The school was 
re-named to Suffolk School 
of Law in 1907.
Over the years, the 
school would get renamed 
many times until Suffolk 
University was finally set-
tled on.
In 1909 (for those 
interested in the Red Sox, 
the team finished third in 
the American League that 
year), a class of five mostly 
first-generation Americans 
became Suffolk’s first 
graduates. 
But not all of them 
went on to practice law. 
Carl Collar, who was 
also Gleason’s second 
cousin, became an accoun-
tant for the White Star 
Line, a shipping company 
that would go onto launch 
the infamously doomed 
RMS Titanic in 1912 (and 
James Cameron’s career in 
1997). 
Bonus fact: another 
White Star Line ship, the 
RMS Republic, sank off 
the coast of Nantucket the 
same year Collar gradu-
ated from Suffolk. 
Archer had tried to 
convince Collar to attend 
Boston University College 
of Liberal Arts, but he 
opted for working at 
the steamship company 
instead. 
But was he working 
for the company when the 
Titanic sank? The jury is 
still out. 
On May 17, 1909, 
Suffolk held its first com-
mencement. The first 
graduating class of Suffolk, 
at the time of commence-
ment named Suffolk 
School of Law, had only 
five graduates (compared 
to the 2,137 students in 
the class of 2019). 
George Luis Bush, one 
of Collar’s classmates, 
would go on to own his 
own firm and practice law 
in Wisconsin, while class-
mate Roland E. Brown 
became the first Suffolk 
Law student to pass the 
bar. 
Brown enrolled in 
Archer’s Evening Law 
School in December 1906. 
Archer gave Brown a 
“certificate of two years’ 
study” that allowed Brown 
to take the bar exam— and 
pass it— while he was only 
in his second year. 
After graduating, 
George Arthur Douglas 
had his own law practice 
in Boston. He also taught 
at Suffolk School of Law 
from 1910 until 1934.
Before enrolling in 
Archer’s Evening Law 
School in 1906, James 
Francis O’Brien had tried 
to apply to several differ-
ent law schools but was 
denied. Archer decided 
to give O’Brien a chance 
and accepted him into the 
school. 
O’Brien, despite almost 
being forced to drop out, 
still graduated with the 
first class in 1909. He 
worked as a janitor at 
Suffolk, in Archer’s office, 
and a restaurant in order 
to pay for his education.  
He would go on to 
open his own law prac-
tice, serve in WWI, run 
for Democratic nominee 
for the Bristol County DA 
and was an advocate for 
veterans.
Suffolk students con-
tinued to become firsts in 
the school’s history even 
after graduation. Graduate 
Bernard Killion, for exam-
ple, was the first Suffolk 
student to argue before 
the U.S. Supreme Court in 
1916 (a year the Red Sox 
won the World Series).
Killion enrolled at 
Suffolk in 1907. He grad-
uated in 1910 as one of the 
ten students in Suffolk’s 
second graduating class. 
Along with others, 
Killion represented 
Henry C. Callaghan, 
who petitioned for the 
U.S. Supreme Court to 
review his case against 
the Superior Court of the 
State of Massachusetts. 
The Massachusetts court 
said Callaghan had failed 
to pay child support for an 
illegitimate child.
Ultimately, the petition 
failed.
“The people in Suffolk’s 
first class are emblematic 
of Suffolk’s core values — 
access to education and a 
commitment to diversity,” 
said Julia Howington, 
university archivist and 
director of the Moakley 
Archive & Institute. 
“Looking at their stories 
reminds us of the power 
of education and the con-
tinuing importance of our 
mission.”
These students were 
the first of a long line of 
white men to graduate 
from Suffolk. But that 
started to change as time 
went on. 
Archer wanted to 
“open the doors to higher 
education to all capable 
students,” according to 
Suffolk University’s online 
history page. As a result, 
some students with his-
torically marginalized 
identities were able to 
attend and graduate from 
Suffolk early on in the 
school’s history. 
Born in Japan, Shichiro 
Hayashi enrolled in Suffolk 
Law School in September 
of 1918 (the last time the 
Red Sox would win the 
World Series until 2004). 
He became the first Asian 
student to graduate from 
Suffolk in 1922.
Remember the Carlisle 
Indian Industrial School 
most American public 
school history classes 
covered? The school was 
meant to “westernize” 
indigenous people.
According to a Boston 
Post article, following his 
schooling at the Carlisle 
School, Nelson D. Simons 
started applying to col-
leges and universities in 
Boston. He attended the 
Suffolk Law School and 
graduated in 1925. 
Simons would later 
become the chief of the 
Mashpee Wampanoag/
Pequot tribe. 
At the start of this 
decade, Archer Gleason’s 
legacy of influencing 
people through educa-
tion is exhibited through 
Suffolk’s commitment to 
championing diversity in 
its student body.
 
(TOP): Class of 1925 graduate Nelson D. Simons was the first 
indigenous person to graduate from Suffolk law. 
(BOTTOM) Archer Gleason, founder of Suffolk University, held 
his first law classes in his home at 6 Alpine St. in Roxbury. 
Photos courtesy of Moakley  Archive & Institute
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SU on the Go, Suffolk 
University’s very first offi-
cial mobile app, is here. 
To help students with 
their fast-moving and often 
hectic lifestyle, Suffolk’s 
Information Technology 
Services staff created this 
free app that rolled out in 
mid-November.
The Suffolk-focused 
app provides access to 
resources to help stu-
dents keep track of their 
courses, grades and aca-
demic information. They 
can also view a campus 
map, staff directory, 
important numbers and 
other resources. 
Suffolk University’s 
A s so c i a t e  Ch i e f 
Information Officer, 
Fouad Yatim, said the 
app is centered around 
the day-to-day business 
of the school.
“Students today have 
access to the information 
that they need to have 
access to but it’s truly on 
the computer,” Yatim said. 
“So we wanted to give 
access to students through 
an app that is going to 
allow them to get access 
information from where 
they are, whenever they 
need to, with whatever 
device they have access 
to.”
Students are able to see 
their current schedule in a 
mobile-friendly format on 
their screen. With each 
course, users can see a 
description of the class, 
along with its location, 
date, time and faculty 
information.
Daniel Smith, a soph-
omore environmental 
science major at Suffolk, 
commented on how useful 
this app is to him in his 
everyday life as a student. 
“It allows you to access 
almost all the information 
you would need about 
Suffolk,” Smith told The 
Journal. “It essentially 
houses all the information 
I’ve struggled to find on 
the Suffolk website in a 
well-organized set of tabs 
that makes keeping up 
with grades, events and 
important info far less of 
a headache.”
The app will send the 
user directions to their 
classes from their current 
location. Along with their 
current courses, students 
can also see grades and 
information from their 
past courses. 
Information is avail-
able for undergraduate 
and graduate programs, 
pathway programs, and 
law programs. Suffolk’s 
academic calendar is also 
in the app.
Lindsey Card, a biology 
major in the class of 2021, 
said she prefers the app 
to the website in mobile 
situations. 
“It’s much quicker than 
it would be to go through 
the website,” said Card. 
“I know for me person-
ally, that when I pull up 
the Suffolk website on my 
phone, I get annoyed with 
zooming in and out and 
sometimes certain pages 
won’t open, and the app 
gets rid of these issues.”
Users have access 
to information to find 
campus offices and ser-
vices, including Academic 
Advising, the Financial Aid 
office and Residence Life. 
Faculty members and 
their contact information 
are easily obtainable via 
the app’s employee direc-
tory. Phone numbers and 
addresses of the univer-
sity’s Counseling, Health 
and Wellness Center and 
the Suffolk University 
Police Department, for 
both non-emergencies and 
emergencies, are also easy 
to access through the app.
Also nestled in the app 
are maps to help users see 
where all of Suffolk’s build-
ings and athletic fields 
are located, along with a 
list of campus events. By 
using the device’s map 
app, users get a bird’s eye 
view of Suffolk’s campus 
and the city’s building and 
businesses surrounding it. 
An MBTA sched-
ule is offered with 
real-time alerts, particu-
larly designed for the large 
number of commuters that 
attend the university.
Lukas Phipps, com-
muter senator at-large 
for Suffolk’s Student 
Government Association, 
said he likes how the 
app puts most campus 
resources in one place. 
“Logging online to 
check grades, for example, 
requires multiple portals 
and logins- this [app] just 
has one. As a commuter, 
its MBTA alerts are espe-
cially useful. I’d imagine 
the Res Hall Laundry fea-
ture that lets residents 
know available laundry 
machines is also a big 
plus,” said Phipps, a polit-
ical science major. 
The app allows mobile 
access to many other 
resources available on 
Suffolk University’s 
website, catered to the 
interests and needs of 
each student. However, 
students said the app is 
still missing a few desired 
aspects. 
“It does not have an 
option to stay signed in, 
which is very frustrating,” 
Smith said. “You have to 
login every time you open 
the app or else its key fea-
tures are useless. You also 
have to log in separately 
when following some links 
once already logged into 
the app.”
Yatim said the app’s 
developers are looking 
for feedback on the app, 
and wish to cater this app 
to the student’s wants and 
needs. 
“We want people to 
give us feedback on the 
app. [It is] everybody’s 
right to [tell] us, ‘We like 
to see this. We like to see 
that.’ But some things we 
can do, some things cannot 
be done,” Yatim said. “So 
we’re trying to incorporate 
a lot of things that people 
have given us feedback on. 
If the app can do it, then 
we’ll do it.”
SU on the Go is avail-
able for download both 
from the Google Play and 
Apple App Store. Suffolk 
University students, fac-
ulty and staff can sign into 
the app with their Suffolk 
University credentials.
Suffolk’s first mobile app, SU on the Go, 
rolled out in November.
Mitch Bruehwiler / Photo Editor
Sodexo temporarily scraps use of plastic in Samia
On Jan. 31, plastic con-
tainers and straws will be 
eliminated from Samia for 
the day in hopes of creat-
ing ecologically friendly 
practices on campus. The 
move is part of an effort 
by Student Government 
Association (SGA) and 
Sodexo to make its prac-
tices more sustainable. 
Las t  semester , 
Suffolk student Madison 
Jolliemore started a 
petition to promote sus-
tainability efforts in dining 
halls across campus. This 
petition has over a hun-
dred signatures and is 
trying to push the idea 
of eliminating wasteful 
products.
Stephen Rykola, sen-
ator for the class of 
2022 and member of the 
housing and facilities 
committee, worked with 
SGA and Sodexo push the 
idea behind the petition 
forward. 
He said that being an 
intern with Sodexo helped 
him, along with SGA, 
change Sodexo’s current 
procedures.
“I had noticed the rise 
to ditch single-use plastic 
and the amount of plastic 
being used on campus,” 
said Rykola. “Especially 
being that a lot of the plas-
tic we use isn’t recycled, 
because it is either thrown 
in the trash by students or 
is filled with food when 
thrown into the recycling 
bins. It is because of these 
things that it drove me to 
push for this change.”
According to research 
done by Columbia 
University, although the 
containers used within 
the Suffolk dining halls are 
PLA, or polylactic acid, bio-
degradable plastic, these 
plastics are only truly bio-
degradable in industrial 
sized composting facilities 
that heat the plastic to a 
specific temperature so 
that it has the ability to be 
biodegradable. There are 
only 13 of these facilities 
in the U.S. and the major-
ity of these plastics end 
up in landfills. Even if the 
compostable plastics are 
correctly composted most 
of the soil created from 
these plastics can harm 
crops grown in them.
Advertisements across 
campus have started to 
show the student body 
that Sodexo is “aware that 
our compostable plastics 
aren’t the best for the 
environment” according to 
their advertising, to show 
that they understand the 
recent complaints across 
campus regarding Suffolk’s 
Sustainability. 
According to National 
Geographic, the “special” 
PLA, plastics also ruin 
batches of recycling when 
disposed of incorrectly and 
can be worse on the envi-
ronment especially when 
incorrectly disposed of. 
By educating the stu-
dent body on the harmful 
effects of these products 
the SGA Sustainability 
Committee is hoping to 
gather a large student 
turnout to initiate this 
multi-step plan for elim-
inating single use plastics. 
The chair of SGA’s 
Sustainability Committee, 
Gabriella Soto, com-
mented on the impact of 
the student body working 
together and making a 
statement about the prac-
tices across campus.
“I think the Greener 
Sodexo is an exciting 
initiative and we as stu-
dents can take part in 
ensuring that it makes a 
statement, we care about 
this. I implore everyone to 
consume Sodexo that day 
to send a united message 
and let both Sodexo and 
the administration know 
that this is an issue that’s 
important to us”
Stephen Rykola also 
commented on the next 
few steps regarding the 
Greener Sodexo plan. 
This program is just the 
beginning of a multi-step 
plan in improving Suffolk’s 
sustainability. Replacing 
these single use contain-
ers in the future will be 
reusable plastic retainers 
that each student across 
campus would be able to 
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Interested in foreign policy, global climate, or have an international 
perspective to share? Contact the world news team! 
suffolkworldnews@gmail.com
Australia bushfires set 
world ablaze
Over one billion animals and 24 humans have died, 
dozens are missing, 1,400 homes have been lost 
and 15.6 million acres have burned in Australia. 
Climate Signals, a website dedicated to climate 
change news, announced the rapidly increasing 
numbers that have been churning in Australia since 
October. 
Bushfire season in Australia is common, especially 
in the southeast. According to Metro, the conti-
nent goes through fire season during the summer 
months because of the warm, dry weather and 
wind. 
With temperatures reaching 104 degrees Fahren-
heit and strong winds, the fires spread rapidly. 
However, based on the catastrophic fires this year, 
Climate Signals and scientists all over the world are 
pointing at climate change for causing these fires 
to be so deadly. 
“Climate change is happening now, and we are 
seeing the effects of it,” said forest restoration 
expert of Western Sydney University, Sebastian 
Pfautsch. 
Every day the fires grow, more people are becom-
ing affected by the conditions. Scientists fear that 
Australia’s current landscape is devastated to an 
irreversible extent.
More than 200 fires have released clouds of ash 
reaching New Zealand, according to Metro. 
Decline in rain has also been reported. The lack of 
hydration in the southeast provides ideal conditions 
for bushfires. The Australian Bureau of Meteorology 
reports that global warming increases bushfire risk 
by lengthening the fire season, decreasing precip-
itation and increasing temperatures.
If these conditions worsen and continue to arise, 
cause for difficulty breathing, mass evacuations and 
loss of life are just a few of the major consequences 
humans may experience as a result of global warm-
ing. According to Aljazeera, over 100,000 residents 
in the affected areas of Victoria, South Australia 
and New South Wales left their evacuation zones. 
International Business Times (IBT) states the fires 
have burned land almost the size of Ireland. Despite 
the great losses, Australia has received national 
attention and support. 
Organizations and charities have shown a broad 
range of support from organizations such as World 
Wildlife Fund (WWF), RSPCA, Salvation Army, Aus-
tralian Red Cross, GoFundMe, Australia Zoo Wildlife 
Hospital, Kangaroo Island Wildlife Park and many 
more, according to USA Today. 
People all over the 
world face the everyday 
hardships of poverty, lack 
of food, water and shelter. 
There are organizations all 
over the world that dedi-
cate their time to aid those 
less fortunate; Suffolk 
University is among them. 
The Center for Community 
Engagement (CCE) pro-
vides an annual trip known 
as Alternative Winter 
Break (AWB) to students 
who wish to fly across the 
world and change the lives 
of others.
“These students were 
more than inspirational, 
they had so much pas-
sion in the classroom to 
not only study English 
but to support and help 
one another in the class-
room,” said sophomore 
Kristina Lee, who changed 
her major to international 
relations after her AWB 
trip to Cambodia.
The trip brings ten 
people to two locations 
every year. Students 
this year were offered 
to visit Southeast Asia’s 
Cambodia and Myanmar. 
The volunteer project has 
allowed Suffolk students 
to help assist communi-
ties for over fifteen years. 
Enhancing the livelihood 
of the community is what 
alternative winter break 
is devoted to. Originally, 
it began as a trip for 10 
students and two staff 
members to El Savador, 
but has since evolved with 
changed service activities 
and diverse locations such 
as Vietnam and India. 
What students may 
expect from the expe-
rience with Habitat for 
Humanity is not always 
what they come away 
with. For sophomore CJ 
Koch, there was a bit of 
hesitance coming into the 
break. He was at a cross-
roads while deciding to 
stay with family or throw 
himself into a brand new 
2020 adventure.
“As much as I wanted 
to travel I didn’t want to 
miss out on the scarce 
amount of time I had to 
spend with my friends and 
family. However, it was 
well worth it,” said Koch. 
“I was given the oppor-
tunity to do my two life 
goals: traveling, and help-
ing people, and yet I got 
so much more than that. 
I tried new foods, learned 
new customs, saw incred-
ible sights, and met some 
really great people.”
CCE staff members also 
take part in the yearly call 
to service. Director Adam 
Westbrook and assistant 
director Dennis Harkins 
are two of the most 
important pieces to this 
puzzle. Harkins has been 
with the program since 
2017 when he began work-
ing at the university and 
has since played an active 
role in the journey. 
Students are required 
to attend four pre-travel 
classes to gain some back-
ground knowledge about 
their destination before 
their departure. When 
the ten days are up, stu-
dents return and enroll 
in GOV 387: Conflict and 
Development, where they 
learn about the politi-
cal, economic and social 
events of the region. These 
classes allow students 
to reflect on their time 
abroad and analyze their 
previous memories. 
To go abroad and see 
the world is one thing, 
but spending a couple 
weeks building a house 
and ensuring a better 
tomorrow for those who 
need it is a worldliness 
like no other. According 
to junior, Lindsay Gavin, 
the house-building pro-
cess was unique because 
everything was made of 
bamboo with a mixed 
foundation of concrete 
and brick. Monday, Jan. 6, 
was dedicated to digging 
holes which would later be 
filled with concrete which 
would hold the frame of 
the house. 
Working alongside 
Habitat for Humanity and 
local workers, the crew 
was able to build an entire 
house in five days.
“We went from stand-
ing on an empty dirt patch 
on Monday to a completely 
built house on Friday. I 
personally spent most of 
my time on the worksite 
hand making wooden 
bamboo nails by taking a 
machete and filing down 
pieces of wood,” said 
Gavin.
CCE assistant director 
Dennis Harkins explained 
that a large portion of his 
job is managing the vol-
unteer service and travel 
programs at Suffolk. He 
holds one of the larger 
responsibilities coordi-
nating with Habitat for 
Humanity, which consists 
of lots of scheduling and 
planning. There is also the 
annual change in location 
which brings upon a dif-
ferent culture, language 
and takeaway.
“I have continued to 
build a deep partner-
ship with the Cambodian 
community through 
working with Habitat 
for Humanity’s Global 
Village Program and the 
Cambridge Cambodia 
School Project,” said 
Harkins.
For two days, Suffolk 
students went to a sec-
ondary school and worked 
with children to help them 
to practice their English 
and deliver aid to the vil-
lage. Culture was a large 
aspect of the trip. 
Gavin recalls the pop-
ulation being mostly 
Buddhist which allowed 
the group to visit pago-
das, also known as temples 
or sacred buildings. They 
were asked to respect the 
sacred sites by wearing 
modest clothing and by 
taking off any socks and 
shoes. Those who lived 
there were very accept-
ing and welcoming of the 
volunteers, even asking to 
take pictures with them.
“The appreciation that 
the people of Myanmar 
have for our presence is so 
heartwarming and inspires 
me to do more work like 
this. I hope to be able to 
enjoy an experience like 
this again because it is 
truly is a privilege to be 
welcomed by the people 
of Myanmar and to make 
even the slightest differ-
ence in their lives,” said 
freshman sociology major, 
Jordan Smith.
Alternative Winter Break group works with Habitat for Humanity in Bago, Myanmar
Courtesy of Lindsay Gavin
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US-Iran tensions escalate through 2020
Murat Metshin
Journal Staff
@MMetshinL ast Sunday, three rockets struck the United States 
embassy compound in Baghdad, Iraq.  One person 
received minor injuries and has since returned to duty, 
according to CNN. 
Calling out Iraqi Prime Minister Adil Abdul Mahdi, 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo expressed his outrage 
at the ongoing assaults on U.S. facilities in Iraq, blaming 
Iran’s armed groups, State Department spokesperson 
Morgan Ortagus said. 
Throughout January, there have been numerous 
attacks on the Baghdad Green Zone - a district where 
the U.S. and several other Western countries’ embassies 
are located. Officials have reported that the attacks on 
the U.S. facilities are believed to be due to the increased 
tension between U.S. and Iran. 
Top Iranian General Killed in Airstrike 
A new cycle of tension has been sparked between 
the U.S. and Tehran with the assassination of Qasem 
Soleimani, Iranian Major General of the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard. He was killed in a drone strike 
near a Baghdad airport sanctioned by President Trump 
at the beginning of January. 
“Soleimani was plotting imminent and sinister 
attacks on American diplomats and military personnel, 
but we caught him in the act and terminated him,” said 
President Trump to the New York Times following the 
attacks. “We took action last night to stop a war, we 
did not take action to start a war.”
Soleimani was a renowned Iranian General and was 
considered the second most powerful person in Iran 
behind the supreme leader Ayatollah Khamenei. 
Soleimani was in charge of the Quds Force - a 
division specializing in military intelligence and 
operations outside Iranian soil. Under the command 
of Soleimani, the Quds coordinated the actions of 
multiple Shiite militia groups around the Middle East 
to launch  attacks on U.S. military in Iraq and Israel. 
Hundreds attended Soleimani’s funeral in his home 
city of Kerman - sparking a stampede that killed more 
than 50 people and injured over 200, according to 
the Washington Post. Several thousands of people 
followed the coffin, shouting “death to America” and 
“death to Trump”. 
Iranian officials called the attack “an act of war” 
and vowed that it would be met with “revenge, harsh 
revenge,” according to the New York Times. 
 Iran United Nations ambassador Takht Ravanchi 
called the attack an “act of terror” and announced that 
the nation “cannot just remain silent” and “will act,” 
according to the New York Times. 
Iran Ends Nuclear Deal 
As the first consequence of the U.S. attack on 
Soleimani,  Iran decided to abandon the nuclear 
agreement on Jan. 5. This agreement limited the level 
and capacity of uranium enrichment in Iran. 
Iranian officials announced that Iran’s nuclear 
program will no longer have limitations in production, 
Iran Launched 22 missiles 
at the U.S. troops 
On Jan. 8, several hours prior to Soleimani’s funeral, 
Iran launched an airstrike on U.S. forces stationed at 
two bases in Iraq. Iranian forces had fired 22 ballistic 
missiles at the base in Erbil and Al Asad airbase, 
according to the New York Times.
The airstrike resulted in destruction of the base’s 
infrastructure and 34 servicemen were injured, 
according to the Department of Defense. 
 CNN anchor Jake Tapper tweeted that he was told 
by a Pentagon official that U.S. leaders feel  “Iran 
deliberately chose targets that would NOT result in 
loss of life especially U.S. life.” 
“Iran took & concluded proportionate measures in 
self-defense,” tweeted Iran’s foreign minister Javad 
Zarif. “We do not seek escalation or war, but will defend 
ourselves against any aggression.” 
The airstrike became a previously unseen example of 
open aggression between Iran and the U.S., as Tehran 
had fired the missiles from inside their borders - not 
relying on Iranian-backed proxies in Iraq. 
That same day President Trump tweeted, “All is 
well! Missiles launched from Iran at two military bases 
located in Iraq. So far, so good! We have the most 
powerful and well equipped military anywhere in the 
world, by far!” 
according to the New York Times, marking the collapse 
of the 2015 nuclear deal. 
The nuclear agreement was signed between Iran and 
the UN Security Council with the goal of preventing the 
development of  nuclear weapons. Since the agreement 
has been abandoned, Iran is now capable of producing 
weapons-grade uranium. 
Warning Iran, President Trump said the U.S. had 
pinpointed 52 targets in Iran - including cultural sites, 
meant to represent 52 American hostages held in the 
U.S. embassy in Tehran during the Islamic Revolution 
in 1979, according to the New York Times. 
Javad Zarif, Iran’s foreign minister called targeting 
cultural sites “war crimes” on twitter in response to 
Trump’s comments.
Ukrainian Plane Shot Down by Accident
While Iranian military launched an airstrike at U.S. 
bases, a Ukrainian plane flying from Tehran to Kyiv 
crashed shortly after departure on Jan. 8. Initially, 
officials announced that the possible reason for the 
crash could have been an engine malfunction. 
However, on Jan. 11, Iranian officials admitted that 
the Ukrainian International Airlines flight 752 was shot 
down by two Iranian missiles from a nearby military 
facility, resulting in death of 176 people. 
Iranian military blames human error and claimed 
the plane had been misidentified as a cruise missile, 
according to the New York Times. 
“This incident is a huge tragedy, not only for Ukraine 
but for the rest of the world as well. It is truly sad 
that innocent people died due to this ongoing conflict 
between the U.S. and Iran,” said Suffolk graduate 
student Volodymyr Medin, from Ukraine. 
In a Twitter post, Iran’s foreign minister Javad Zarif 
apologized, but also blamed the U.S. 
“Human error at time of crisis caused by U.S. 
adventurism led to disaster,” tweeted Zarif.   
“It is also hard to believe that in today’s 
technologically advanced world this kind of human 
errors could even occur,” said Medin. “I condole with 
the families of the victims and hope they get the justice 
they deserve.”
Seven hospitals in 
Wuhan are already over-
filled. Citizens have 
posted multiple videos on 
Youtube featuring people 
lying in hospital corridors 
and on the floors. 
In order to tackle this 
problem, China’s govern-
ment has started building 
two brand new hospitals 
in the outskirts of Wuhan 
with a total capacity of 
2,500 beds on Jan. 23. The 
government promised to 
finish the construction 
in less than two weeks, 
according to the BBC.
In response to the 
growing threat of the 
Coronavirus, many coun-
tries have started to 
take actions to prevent 
the spread themselves. 
Passengers flying from 
South-East Asia are 
checked for fever before 
leaving planes. Hong Kong 
and Vietnam have closed 
borders with China yester-
day, according to the BBC. 
Suffolk University is 
also aware of the dangers 
of the virus. All students 
received an email telling 
students to stay vigilant 
and to get checked if they 
are feeling symptoms. 
As the virus grows 
overseas, many students 
preparing to study abroad 
this semester are con-
cerned about the dangers 
and difficulties of air 
travel.  For students pre-
paring to study in China, 
like junior global and 
cultural communications 
major Nicole Chong, the 
Wuhan Coronavirus is an 
even bigger concern. 
“Hopes this is all 
cleared up soon,” said 
Chong. She is set to leave 
for her program in the 
next coming weeks. 
Chong is taking precau-
tion and monitoring the 
news, hoping a vaccine is 
created before she leaves. 
The W.H.O. has 
declined to announce the 
outbreak as a global health 
emergency. Scientists have 
identified that the virus 
“mutates easily and can 
jump from one human to 
another, making it very 
easy to spread from human 
to human with minimal to 
no contact” according to 
the Wall Street Journal.
“I was looking to 
buy a surgical mask and 
Walgreens, and CVS were 
sold out of it,” Chong said. 
“Amazon is even selling 
it at double the original 
price.”
“Most people don’t 
panic they just take protec-
tive measures. People just 
want the city of Wuhan to 
stay strong,” said a Suffolk 
student who wishes to 
remain anonymous.  
Experts said that the 
mass travel restrictions, 
would do little to stop the 
spread of the virus outside 
of China, infected people 
may have already left 
Wuhan, according to the 
New York Times.
From VIRUS - 1
Coronavirus spreads, students abroad fear travel difficulties and danger
Courtesy of whitehouse.gov








Olivia Lapolla had spent last semester in Italy, 
but it wasn’t enough to satisfy her travel bug so 
she took off yet again this semester to explore a 
new country - Ireland. After the chaotic rhythm 
of life in Italy, she loved the peaceful town of 
Cork on the South shore of Ireland. 
Even though she adores 
both cultures, the lack 
of language barrier in 
Ireland made Olivia’s 
life easier. She looks 
forward to exploring 
more places, but for 
now - Cork is the 
right place for Olivia 
to call her temporary 
home. 
ARTS & CULTURE





The first thing you 
notice when stepping 
into Wesley Savick’s 
office are the eccentric 
objects adorning the room 
including several puppets, 
theatre posters, stacks of 
books and many unique 
tchotchkes. 
The Suffolk University 
theatre professor enthusi-
astically discussed his love 
of puppets and recalled 
how rewarding it has 
been working in theatre 
at Suffolk and around the 
world for the last 20 years.
Savick has had an 
impressive career at 
Suffolk and is always 
thinking about his next 
production. He has either 
written, co-written or 
adapted 26 plays at Suffolk 
including “Pilgrims of the 
Night,” his first show at 
Suffolk, a musical comedy 
based on the divided 
2016 election, “one state, 
two state / red state, 
blue state," and a musical 
inspired by the NPR show 
“Car Talk.”
“Sometimes I feel like 
my life is kind of defined 
by the plays that I’m 
working on,” said Savick. 
“These things are like min-
iature lifetimes.”
The theatre profes-
sor has been fortunate at 
Suffolk, but acknowledges 
the multitudes of hard 
work that can go into pre-
paring productions. 
“There’s a sense of 
absolute despair and fail-
ure that goes along with 
every single project,” 
Savick said about his work. 
“At the end things come 
together and it all works 
out very nicely.”
Savick even joked that 
when he was first hired at 
Suffolk he went out to buy 
a foldable chair because 
he knew he would have 
to sleep in his office after 
rehearsals since he used to 
commute from Cape Cod. 
Savick’s experience in 
theatre has even encour-
aged him to pursue 
opportunities in other 
countries. Before teach-
ing at Suffolk, he received 
the prestigious Bunka-cho 
grant from the Japanese 
Ministry of Culture to 
study traditional Japanese 
theatre and music in 
Tokyo, where Savick spent 
two years. He even wrote 
and directed a play in 
Japanese, a language he 
knows very little of. 
“That was very life 
changing, everything that 
I thought I understood 
about theatre was out the 
window,” he said about his 
time in Tokyo. 
Savick is very inter-
ested in puppets and grew 
to love their many possibil-
ities during a production 
he worked on years ago. 
He finds puppets bizarre, 
but also interesting and 
expressive and decorates 
his Sawyer twelfth floor 
office with these movable 
objects. 
The professor is also 
a big fan of unusual and 
experimental plays instead 
of more traditional produc-
tions. He said how Suffolk 
students are always moti-
vated and willing to step 
up to the challenge of 
embracing the unknown.
“When Suffolk stu-
dents are acting in plays, 
I always feel like they 
bring a kind of insight and 
wisdom to their work that 
I don’t always find in other 
schools,” said Savick. 
Savick stressed the 
importance of how fun 
it is to step outside your 
comfort zone and to be 
curious and confident. He 
said it’s difficult to teach 
curiosity and confidence, 
but as a teacher it is possi-
ble to encourage it so that 
they can perform well. 
“It’s the most import-
ant thing that you can 
possibly try to provide 
for your students,” said 
Savick. “It’s a tricky prob-
lem for a teacher.”
Savick prizes his rela-
tionship with students 
and has kept in touch 
with many throughout 
his years at Suffolk– he 
even invited some to his 
wedding. Many of his stu-
dents have gone off and 
achieved success in the-
atre, design and business. 
“Working with Wes 
was one of the most 
insightful theatre experi-
ences I’ve ever had,” said 
Grayson Collins, a sopho-
more theatre major who 
worked with Savick in the 
2019 production of “The 
Seven Deadly Sins.” “He’s 
understanding of actors 
and knows how to get 
them to think about their 
characters and perform 
in ways they never have 
before.”
Savick credits his stu-
dents for always being 
involved in his shows. His 
productions at Suffolk 
have never dipped below 
25 cast members and his 
largest cast consisted of 52 
members.
The director always 
aims to give his students 
meaningful experiences 
and provide many oppor-
tunities for them to 
perform. He admitted he 
feels bad when he can’t 
take every student who 
auditions due to a vary-
ing production size, but 
he tries to keep track of 
each student so he can 
give them time to shine. 
“Having a huge cast 
at Suffolk has been 
something that is very 
important to me because 
I feel like it’s important for 
students to get as many 
opportunities to learn by 
doing,” said Savick. 
Savick may have 20 
years of teaching under 
his belt at Suffolk, but 
he is just getting started. 
He recently started a 
new theatre company at 
Suffolk called “Juvenilia,” 
where he aims to transi-
tion recent Suffolk grads 
into professional Boston 
theatre. 
Under his new theatre 
company, Savick directed 
the grotesque and absurd 
“Ubu Roar” in fall 2019, 
which is adapted from a 
19th century play called 
“King Ubu.” 
He also hopes to do a 
revival of his 2018 uplift-
ing and heartbreaking, 
musical comedy, “one 
state, two state / red state, 
blue state” to reflect the 
ongoing political division 
and chaos of the upcoming 
2020 election. 
“I base my productions 
on what it feels like is 
going on in the world,” said 
Savick. “Suffolk students 
should feel like there’s a 
connection between the 
plays that we do and the 
world that we’re living in.”
Courtesy of Michael Clarke
Wesley Savick, who has taught at Suffolk for over two decades
The cast of “one state, two state / red state, blue state” at Modern Theatre in 2018
Courtesy of Ball Sq. Films
Theatre professor speaks on his experience working at Suffolk and beyond
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Halsey’s vulnerability saves heavily autotuned new album 
You should be happy that Halsey 
is back with another album.
Singer-songwriter Ashley 
Nicolette Frangipane, known best 
by her stage name Halsey, released 
her third album “Manic” on Jan. 
17. Throughout the 16 tracks, she 
reveals personal struggles and 
vents about love and loneliness.
Halsey released six singles before 
the rest of the album, including hits 
like “Graveyard,” “You should be 
sad” and “Without Me.” The songs 
blended in well with the album’s 
lesser known tracks, although it’s 
unlikely that the others will climb 
the charts. 
“Manic” has a mix of songs that 
bring on a variety of feelings. Songs 
like “3am” are easy to blast at a 
party all night long. Other songs 
like “More” and “You should be sad” 
are bound to make the listener’s 
eyes well up with tears.
Although much of the album’s 
pop songs feature smooth vocals 
and a vibe that feels similar to Billie 
Eilish, Halsey also brought acoustic 
elements into the album. “Finally // 
beautiful stranger” wedges a gentle 
guitar nicely in between “Without 
Me” and “Alanis’ Interlude,” two 
tunes that use some of the heaviest 
instruments. 
No matter what elements went 
into each track, the songs are always 
lyrical. Unlike many of today’s pop 
hits which repeat the same few 
words or phrases, the songs on 
“Manic” tell a story or convey a 
message to the listener. Whether 
it’s about Halsey’s relationship 
challenges and or her fight to find 
happiness, she was courageous to 
draw attention to such vulnerable 
emotions.
While today’s pop music typi-
cally relies on autotuning to create 
a certain kind of sound, the auto-
tune in this album bounced back 
and forth between sounding artis-
tic and completely unnecessary. 
For example, the melodic piano 
and sweet rhythm in “Forever... (is 
a long time)” helped break up the 
stream of pop, but the overbearing 
sound effects and autotune felt like 
a forced ending. 
Halsey experimented in this 
album by incorporating audio from 
movies like “Jennifer’s Body.” For 
example, at the end of the opening 
song “Ashley,” listeners will recog-
nize actress’ Kate Winslet’s voice 
as a snippet from the 2004 film 
“Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless 
Mind” concludes the track, with 
Halsey’s backup vocals overlaid. The 
inclusion of these samples gives lis-
teners an interesting peek inside 
the art that speaks out to Halsey. 
Halsey takes the spotlight on 
“Manic,” but appearances from 
Dominic Fike, Alanis Morissette and 
BTS member SUGA were also fea-
tured. The artists’ voices are heard 
in interludes that reflect their indi-
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Remembering the life 
of Kobe Bryant, a teen-
ager sweeping five major 
awards and an evening of 
stellar live music made 
the first Grammy award 
ceremony of the decade a 
memorable one.
The 62nd annual 
Grammy awards aired on 
CBS on Sunday evening at 
the Staples Center in Los 
Angeles, only hours after 
the news broke of the 
death of NBA star Kobe 
Bryant and 13-year-old 
daughter Gianna, along 
with seven other people, 
in a California helicopter 
crash. 
Celebrities took time 
out of their red carpet 
appearances and perfor-
mances to address the 
tragedy and offer condo-
lences. Lizzo hyped up the 
audience by telling them 
that her set was dedi-
cated to Bryant, a No. 24 
jersey was proudly held 
up while Aerosmith sang 
and before setting down 
Grammys honors Kobe Bryant through music, 






the microphone after a 
tribute performance to 
Nipsey Hussle, DJ Khaled 
chanted “Long live Nip! 
Long live Kobe! The mar-
athon continues!”
The ceremony was con-
fidently hosted by Alicia 
Keys, who opened the 
show with heartfelt words 
about Bryant’s death and 
explained that no one 
expected they would ever 
have to begin by discuss-
ing this news.
“We’re all feeling crazy 
sadness right now because 
earlier today Los Angeles, 
America and the whole 
wide world lost a hero,” 
Keys said on stage. “We’re 
literally standing here, 
heartbroken, in the house 
that Kobe Bryant built.”
After taking a moment 
of silence, Keys soothed 
the crowd and reminded 
everyone that they could 
use music to bring people 
together and to heal. Keys 
acted as a rock throughout 
the night as she humored 
musicians with her 
parody of Lewis Capaldi’s 
“Someone You Loved,” 
when she jokingly shouted 
out nominees in the room. 
Keys also filled the 
venue with her own music 
as she delivered a strong 
performance of her new 
song “Underdog,” joined 
by Brittany Howard, the 
frontwoman of the blues 
band Alabama Shakes.
But that wasn’t the only 
stand out performance 
  Courtesy of WikiMedia Commons
from the Grammys this 
year. Lizzo, who won for 
Best Pop Solo Performance, 
kicked off the night with 
her hit songs “Cuz I Love 
You” and “Truth Hurts,” 
showing off both her soul-
ful vocals and killer flute 
skills. Tyler, the Creator, 
who snagged the best rap 
album, let the music emit 
out of him as he energet-
ically moved across the 
stage in a colorblocked 
suit and short blonde wig. 
Lil Nas X brought special 
guests Mason Ramsey, 
K-pop band BTS and Diplo 
with him to belt out his 
chart-topper “Old Town 
Road.”
While those musicians 
kept the crowd hyped up, 
others decided to slow 
down the tempo. Gwen 
Stefani and Blake Shelton 
sweetly sang their country 
duet “Nobody But You.” 
Camila Cabello, who was 
nominated for Best Pop 
Duo/Group Performance, 
dedicated a touching per-
formance of “First Man” to 
her father, who watched 
emotionally from the front 
row. 
New songs certainly 
flooded the venue, but 
tributes for late musicians 
also highlighted older 
music. Usher smoothly 
glided his feet across the 
floor as he sang "Kiss" 
and "When Doves Cry" 
in honor of Prince, who 
passed away in April 2016. 
Afterwards, DJ Khaled, 
John Legend and Meek 
Mill performed a tribute 
to Nipsey Hussle, who was 
fatally shot in March of 
last year.
Out of everyone there, 
however, the person that 
had the most spotlight 
was 18-year-old Billie 
Eilish. Not only did she 
make Grammy debut per-
formance alongside her 
brother Finneas O’Connell, 
but she swept all of the 
“Big Four” awards, which 
include Song of the Year, 
Best New Artist, Record 
of the Year and Album 
of the Year. The last 
musician to do this was 
Christopher Cross back in 
1981, making Eilish the 
first woman to take home 
all of these awards in one 
night.
Despite the somber 
mood that thickened the 
air in the wake of Bryant’s 
death, the Grammys 
prevailed. The awards 
ceremony took the oppor-
tunity to celebrate life and 
music, reminding every-
one watching to hold their 
loved ones just a little bit 
closer.
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‘Circles’ takes listeners on 
a round trip through





cles,” the idea of battling 
against the current to 
only end up where you 
originally started, comes 
to fruition on Mac Mill-
er’s sixth official album 
release “Circles.”
The ladder in the 
expression, “Circles” is 
meant to be related in 
to his previous album 
“Swimming.” On the post-
humous record, Malcom 
McCormick is at his most 
stripped bare and reflec-
tive.
2018’s “Swimming” 
featured Miller hitting 
all strides of his talents 
ranging from somber to 
boastful, and with just 
the right amount of jazz 
infusion and raspy sing-
ing. “Circles” features an 
artist more in tune with 
self expression, taking 
an even keeled, poetic 
approach.
The opening and title 
track is drowsy and slow 
but with a rhythm that is 
easy to catch and a beat 
that makes your head nod 
subconsciously. 
The pace quickly 
increases as the spacious 
“Complicated” creates a 
vast array of airy synths 
and muted keys for Miller 
to croon over. The beat 
bounces steadily and the 
chorus’ call of “Does it all 
always gotta, gotta be so 
complicated?” rolls off the 
tongue. Featuring some 
of the most vocal effects 
of the whole project, this 
track was unique in pro-
duction. His voice floats 
around the song in differ-
ent pitches and tones as 
he toys with the idea of 
getting older and longing 
for a simpler life.
“Blue World” is an 
upbeat track on which 
Miller takes his time to 
spit some game in his 
usual dreary yet confident 
tone, rapping “I might just 
turn around do a 180, I 
ain’t politicking aint kissin’ 
no babies, the devil on the 
doorstep acting so shady, 
don’t trip.”
Miller battled addiction 
throughout his career and 
often referenced his strug-
gles in his work. The idea 
that he was “Swimming in 
Circles” could be an allu-
sion to this as well as his 
life as a whole. The idea 
that he might ‘do a 180’ 
with his life was some-
thing he had been actively 
expressing in his music for 
years.
While this album is 
nowhere near as lyrical as 
some of his notable works, 
the poetic causality this 
album seamlessly finds 
its place in the Mac Miller 
catalog. He slips effort-
lessly into the persona 
of the bar room singer. 
He’s not the best singer 
you’ve ever heard but he's 
the one you want to hear 
11:30p.m. on a Thursday 
at the local pub.
His soft singing and 
nonchalant flow make 
tracks like “Woods” easy 
to sing along with. The 
best of his smooth MC 
ability is matched by his 
introspective singing of 
“Things like this ain’t 
built to last, I might just 
fade like those before me, 
when will you forget my 
past, got questions ask you 
know the stories.”
One of the later tracks, 
“Surf,” sounds similar to a 
live set as the instruments 
feel organic. It lack drum 
pads and sample loops, 
which some fans may be 
used to. The song is about 
not being able to change 
things that have happened, 
and that life goes on.
The outro “Once A 
Day” is representative of 
another repeating cycle. 
Singing both “Once a day 
I rise,” and “Once a day I 
fall,” over sincere keys he 
reflects on daily thoughts 
and experiences.
A detour from his past 
works of clever word 
play, facetious punchlines 
and 808 drums, “Circles” 
allowed Miller to explore 
a new sound while con-
fronting his own values. 
The bareness of the instru-
ments and lyrics contrasts 
his early work, opting this 
time to be more private, 
while still wrestling some 
of his deepest issues.
The album will dev-
astate fans who will be 
left longing for more, but 
presents a new sound that 
even first time listeners 
will be able to digest and 
enjoy as his words on life, 
love and past decisions 
will resonate with most.
Tschabalala Self’s latest 
and largest exhibit “Tscha-
balala Self: Out of Body” 
has come to the Institute 
of Contemporary Art (ICA). 
The exhibit focuses on 
Self’s view of the world 
and the African American 
body, which she presents 
through pieces of art that 
feature multiple mediums. 
The artist explains on 
the exhibit wall the theme 
of her art; “you are the 
sum of your experiences, 
but you also absorb … all 
of the different ideas and 
experiences of others. My 
process mimics this phe-
nomenon.” 
The exhibit portrays 
Self’s perception of the 
world growing up. All of 
the subjects are much 
larger than the viewer, 
including the two sculp-
tures that show large 
body parts. This makes the 
audience feel small. View-
ers are transported into 
scenes from Self’s child-
hood and are able to feel 
whatever she felt in that 
respective moment. Some 




ICA artist shows a sense 
of Self in new exhibit
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argy, or even sexuality. 
To make bodies out of 
textures is a captivating 
concept. Self takes fabrics 
and applies them to the 
perfect place of the body it 
is meant to represent. The 
use of such fabrics gives 
viewers the sensation of 
feeling the art, although 
they aren’t actually touch-
ing the pieces. 
Self used a process 
called collagraphy, in 
which the artist presses an 
inked plate that contains 
various materials onto 
a canvas. By using both 
fabrics and paint, the eye 
is immediately drawn to 
whatever subject is made 
with materials such as 
cloth and string. The main 
subject is always easy to 
focus on, even in a paint-
ing with multiple subjects. 
Self portrays her body 
as an ever changing pres-
ence she must rebuild 
each day.  The perception 
of African American identi-
ties are often represented 
through the “other gaze,” 
which the artist shows 
through simple shaped sil-
houettes that contrast the 
detailed main subjects of 
the exhibit. 
According to Self, 
humans reconstruct who 
they are every day with 
the choices they make, 
yet women change who 
they are more often and 
more quickly than men. A 
woman’s personification 
is defined by more char-
acteristics than a man’s. 
Self is able to encapsulate 
just how exhausting it can 
be becoming a woman 
and how your view of the 
world can change. 
“Tschabalala Self: Out 
of Body” can be seen at the 
ICA, located at 25 Harbor 
Shore Drive, Boston, MA 
from Jan. 20 to July 5, 
2020. 
Exhibit Review
Courtesy of Christian Weber
Album Review
Miller contemplates in front of the keyboard in the studio




Jaquira Díaz has not 
had it easy. She lived in 
poverty, dropped out of 
high school and was raised 
by a parent that suffered 
from schizophrenia. Yet 
somehow, not only did 
Díaz survive it all, but she 
managed to put it down on 
paper in a stream of poetic 
words.
The author came to 
Suffolk University on 
Jan. 21 as part of the 
English Department’s vis-
iting writer’s series. Díaz 
is a distinguished writer 
whose essays have been 
featured in numerous 
publications, including 
Rolling Stone and T: The 
New York Times Style 
magazine. She read from 
her new memoir “Ordinary 
Girls” inside the Blue Sky 
Lounge in Sargent Hall.
The memoir, published 
in October 2019, shows 
Díaz navigating through 
girlhood. She talks about 
her life through various 
phases, like growing up 
in a housing development 
in Puerto Rico, experience 
with sexual assault, her 
time in the United States 
Navy and her making a 
career as an author during 
adulthood. She said she 
thought “about how [her] 
story could say something 
about the larger world.” 
Díaz shared a heavy 
passage from one of the 
chapters of “Ordinary 
Girls.” The selection she 
read from was about her 
experience running away 
from home as a teenager 
in Miami and hitchhik-
ing to Santa’s Enchanted 
Forest for a day of amuse-
ment park rides, fried 
food and Christmas dec-
orations. Later, she was 
sexually assaulted by the 
man that drove her there.
Although the incidents 
discussed in the book are 
memories from the past, 
Díaz had to find ways to 
step back into the mindset 
of her teenage self, includ-
ing looking back on diary 
entries she wrote in her 
adolescence. 
Díaz also returned to 
some of the places of her 
youth, like her old high 
school and neighborhood. 
She reminisced by riding 
the bus on the same route 
she used to when she was a 
kid. She compared writing 
to method acting because 
for both, she needed to see 
herself as a character and 
question how that charac-
ter would think and feel.
“[I had to] think about 
what it was like to be that 
14-year-old very vulner-
able girl riding that bus 
alone,” said Díaz.
The author moved back 
to Miami in 2014. She 
explained to the audience 
that it’s difficult to see 
gentrification change her 
hometown as small busi-
nesses continue to close 
their doors for good and 
tourists visit in increasing 
numbers. 
“It’s also heartbreaking 
for me to walk around my 
neighborhood where an 
old mom and pop restau-
rant is now a Banana 
Republic,” said Díaz. 
Díaz explained that 
music was another import-
ant tool that helped her 
craft “Ordinary Girls.” 
She compared her writ-
ing process to composing 
because she maintained a 
certain rhythm and flow. 
For example, she said the 
specific passage she read 
to the crowd feels like it 
rushes because it’s trying 
to get through so many 
things.
“That was one of the 
most difficult chapters 
to write for me, but the 
music is what got me 
there,” said Díaz.
In addition to listening 
to music, Díaz said it helps 
to read her writing out 
loud. She often records 
herself reciting her drafts 
so she can hear the parts 
of the story that may 
sound unclear or need 
improvement. She noted 
that while she may read 
the story in a certain way, 
different readers digest 
books in different ways.
“I think after you write 
a book, the reader owns 
it and however it sounds 
right to them is how it 
should be,” said Díaz.
The process of writing 
“Ordinary Girls” was not 
easy, but Díaz knows her 
experience is not isolated. 
The author understands 
that other people have 
had similar things happen 
to them, which is why she 
wanted to share her own 
story. 
Suffolk freshmen, Bria 
Dequattro and Liliana 
Kotval agreed after the 
event that while they may 
not share Díaz’s exact 
childhood, they see them-
selves reflected in some of 
her words.
“I like how she said that 
she speaks for all women, 
and all women are a part 
of that time,” said Kotval. 
“It’s not just her experi-
ence, it is specific to her 
but it can be broad too and 
for every woman.”
Morgan Hume / Arts Editor
No ordinary author
Jaquira Díaz visits Suffolk to discuss childhood upbringing and new memoir
Morgan Hume / Arts Editor
Copies of “Ordinary Girls” available for 
sale inside Sargent Hall after the event
OPINION
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 What’s coming up:
Why should people be multimedia consumers?
Find out in next week’s edition.
Meetings are every Tuesday at 12:15pm in our office!
 Think About It:
Should Suffolk dining have more options for 
students with a plant-based diet?
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When Speaker of 
the House Nancy Pelosi 
announced the House 
would begin formal 
impeachment proceedings 
against President Trump, 
Democrats rallied behind 
the mantra “Nobody is 
above the law.” The sub-
sequent investigation into 
the alleged quid pro quo 
revealed to all Americans 
(or at least to those will-
ing to look) the actions the 
President took to leverage 
American foreign policy 
for his own personal and 
political gain. Democrats 
correctly argued that the 
President had abused 
his power, violated his 
oath of office to sup-
port, protect, and defend 
the Constitution and 
needed to be impeached. 
The results of the House 
of Representative’s 
impeachment vote on 
Dec. 18, 2019, gave cred-
ibility to the claim that 
Democrats cared about 
the rule of law. It was 
therefore saddening, but 
not surprising when the 
Suffolk University College 
Democrats endorsed a 
policy plan that would aid 
and abet criminal activity 
on campus.   
The plan/petition, orig-
inally proposed by the 
Suffolk University Marxist 
Student Association on Jan. 
13, demands that admin-
istration and President 
Marisa Kelly create “safe 
zones” where SUPD and 
other authorities cannot 
ask to verify a student’s 
immigration status. The 
Marxists and Democrats 
also request that federal 
immigration officials are 
to be restricted from 
entering campus grounds 
and that campus security 
and police be prohib-
ited from collaborating 
with federal immigration 
authorities for the pur-
poses of enforcement or 
information. 
According to the peti-
tion, now nearing 400 
online signatures, the 
motivation for the pro-
posed changes stems from 
the fact that, “Recently 
MIT has warned interna-
tional students that federal 
immigration officials may 
visit their worksites to 
verify that their employ-
ment is directly related 
to their studies. Students 
have been detained and 
imprisoned for allegedly 
“stealing information 
to bring back to their 
home countries” on 
school break.” In their 
appeal to administra-
tion, the Marxists then 
state “We, the Marxist 
Student Association, hope 
to work with Suffolk 
Administration, Student 
Affairs and President 
Marisa Kelly to ensure 
ALL students at Suffolk 
remain safe and within a 
welcoming environment 
on and around the Suffolk 
campus.” 
The logic behind 
the Suffolk University 
Democrats’ decision to 
endorse these demands is 
ill-founded. In this case, 
enforcing immigration 
law is a good thing. Let’s 
explore why.  
As the petition cor-
rectly notes, the increased 
monitoring and enforce-
ment efforts from ICE and 
other immigration offi-
cials are a result of recent 
criminal activity among a 
few members of the bril-
liant international student 
population in Boston. 
Most notably, on Dec. 
31, a graduate student at 
Harvard University was 
arrested at Logan Airport 
for attempting to smuggle 
vials of proprietary serum 
used in cancer treat-
ment from Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital back to 
his home country of China. 
This is part of a disturb-
ing trend of espionage 
and intellectual property 
theft emanating from the 
Chinese government. 
According to The 
Economist “In 2018 and 
2019 agents from the 
FBI’s 56 national field 
offices contacted hun-
dreds, perhaps thousands, 
of students, researchers 
and professors with ties 
to China—many of them 
from China or ethni-
cally Chinese, including 
Chinese-Americans—to 
determine whether they 
might be working on 
behalf of the Communist 
Party.” Additionally, The 
Economist states that, 
“The [National Institute 
for Health] says that it has 
identified 180 researchers 
to whom it has provided 
grants who may not have 
disclosed payments from, 
or other affiliations with, 
Chinese institutions—
including some who 
appear to have estab-
lished “shadow labs” in 
China mirroring their NIH-
funded ones in America.” 
In a statement made to 
A House Divided, a polit-
ical podcast and radio 
show a friend and I host, 
the Suffolk University 
Democrats argued, 
“Suffolk Democrats believe 
these actions by ICE are 
unconstitutional. If they 
were only checking on 
students who they had 
probable cause to check on 
that’s one thing. However, 
what we’re seeing is them 
checking every foreign 
student which is racial 
profiling, not probable 
cause. We understand the 
government’s attempt to 
try and protect intellectual 
property but in 2019 more 
U.S. citizens were charged 
for this type of theft than 
foreigners.”
This analysis simply 
does not hold up to scru-
tiny. For starters, the 
Suffolk Democrats did 
not present a shred of 
evidence confirming that 
ICE is “racially profiling” 
students when conducting 
investigations into visa 
violations and other crim-
inal activity. The Dems 
are just plain wrong when 
they suggest ICE doesn’t 
have probable cause for 
checking foreign stu-
dents’ immigration status. 
According to the ACLU, 
an organization that can 
only be described as vehe-
mently pro-immigrant, “If 
you are not a U.S. citizen 
and an immigration agent 
requests your immigra-
tion papers, you must 
show them if you have 
them with you.” Simply 
being a foreign national 
in America is probable 
cause enough to be asked 
to prove your immigration 
status. Finally, the idea 
that since more Americans 
commit intellectual prop-
erty theft crimes, therefore 
we shouldn’t worry about 
intellectual property theft 
from abroad is laughable.
According to CNN, it 
is estimated that losses 
from Chinese intellectual 
property theft alone total 
between $225 billion and 
$600 billion annually. To 
resolve these issues, strict 
enforcement of immigra-
tion law must be utilized. 
We should not be creat-
ing spaces on campus for 
immigration law to be 
broken.
Unless they’re simply 
obfuscating their prefer-
ence for open borders, 
it seems to me that 
the Suffolk University 
Democrats got duped. 
Swept up in the quest 
to stamp out the wave 
of xenophobic sentiment 
sweeping the country 
in recent years, the SU 
Democrats endorsed a 
policy that would empower 
regimes seeking to under-
mine our nation and 
neuter the power of immi-
gration officials to protect 
Americans from commu-
nist governments and 
criminal activity. The SU 
Democrats should abide by 
the words of Nancy Pelosi 
when she said “Nobody is 
above the law.”  Hopefully, 
this column will help the 
SU Dems realize the real 
threat we face and con-
vince them how foolish of 
an idea it would be to take 
their immigration policy 
cues from an organiza-
tion best known for telling 
white students to go back 
to Europe. 
Enforcing immigration law on campus – a necessity
Life seemingly comes 
to a screeching halt at 
random moments. That’s 
what happened just two 
days ago, when Kobe 
Bryant and his daughter 
Gianna died in a helicopter 
crash. Only 26 days into 
the new decade, many who 
felt weathered and hard-
ened by the sensationalist 
news coverage that had 
dominated the latter half 
of the 2010’s, were shocked 
to their core by the news. 
Our hearts go out to 
Vanessa and their three 
daughters. This tragic 
loss puts our time on this 
earth in perspective. His 
death is a reminder of the 
preciousness and fragility 
of life. People can very 
easily be here today and 
gone tomorrow. At The 
Suffolk Journal, we want 
to take these somber 
few days, while people 
grieve, to remind every-
one to take advantage of 
every day. Life is beau-
tiful and also fleeting. 
Taking advantage of 
life is going to look a little 
different for everyone. 
For many it will be loving 
those closest to you. It is 
critical for us as a society 
to heal the wounds of real-
ity with love. This love can 
come in the form of for-
giveness, friendliness and 
affection. Our advice? Be 
kind. Smile at the door-
men as you walk in and 
out of the library. Strike 
up a conversation with 
the person cramped next 
to you in the Sawyer ele-
vators. Offer your seat to 
that person who cannot 
seem to catch their bal-
ance on the green line. 
Kindness is something 
to savor in our ever so 
divided country. It’s unfor-
tunate that tragedy seems 
to be the great unifier. 
At its core, life is about 
learning from lessons, 
and the Bryant tragedy’s 
silver lining lies in how 
we can all learn from it.
You may be asking, 
“How can I stay positive? 
Look around us!” With 
our president’s ongoing 
impeachment trial, the 
frightening coronavirus 
making its way into the 
country and rising tensions 
between the United States 
and Iran, it’s understand-
able to feel as if all is lost.
But all is not lost. We 
still have each other. We 
all have differences, but 
the amount in which we 
have in common is far 
greater. Negativity often 
ruled the latter half of the 
previous decade. But this 
year, and in this decade, 
we should appreciate 
the good things in life. 
Struggles early on do not 
have to be indicative of 
the future. Obstacles will 
rise and often it may feel 
as if there isn’t any point 
in aspiring for positivity. 
Persist. Please, persist. 
Whenever you feel this 
way, think of Kobe Bryant. 
A young husband, father 
and inspiration to many. 
A life tragically cut short. 
Remember Gigi Bryant.  A 
13-year-old girl with so 
much life left ahead of 
her. We owe it to every-
one around us, friends, 
families, fellow students 
and our role models, to 
give our absolute effort in 
trying to offset life’s harsh-
ness with our kindness.
We at The Suffolk 
Journal wish we could give 
you all the answers, but in 
all honesty that’s not our 
job description. As jour-
nalists, we promise to give 
you the objective truth to 
the fullest of our ability, 
but your decisions lie 
solely with you. However, 
we are all rooting for you. 
Show patience. Be empa-
thetic. Tell that person that 
you love, “I love you.” Do 
it now. This is the decade 
to appreciate your life. So 
from our team to you, have 
a belated happy new year.
~ The Suffolk
Journal Staff
Learning from tragedy in the new decade




WNBA Scores Big On New CBA
to make more money, such 
as cash-based incentives 
for awards as well as an 
in-season tournament with 
cash rewards. The retainer 
pot, meant to keep star 
players from playing 
overseas, ballooned from 
$50,000 to $250,000. Star 
players went from being 
able to make $167,500 
to $465,000. While these 
changes affect play-
ers of all skill levels, 
the agreement bene-
fits the aforementioned 
star players especially.
The WNBA’s push 
towards star-based mar-
keting is a smart move, 
and investing in their 
players is a part of basket-
ball marketing 101, as the 
NBA grew exponentially 
in popularity with the 
rise and marketing of stars 
such as Michael Jordan. 
The league didn’t quite 
hit this new CBA out of the 
park, however. The previ-
ous agreement included 
an 80-20% revenue sharing 
split between the league 
and the players, respec-
tively. While the new 
agreement doesn’t guar-
antee an increase in the 
revenue split, it does allow 
for a potential 50% split if 
the league meets certain 
goals in their broadcast 
and marketing deals with 
outside companies like 
Nike and ESPN. This is a 
consistent trend in the new 
CBA; the deal improves a 
lot of the current condi-
tions in the league but is 
not a whole-hearted step 
toward the equality that 
the players are asking for. 
This CBA lays the founda-
tion for a successful and 
ethical league, but does 
not build the whole house.
One of the largest chal-
lenges facing the league 
since its birth has been 
the misogynistic “trolls” 
that look to rag and criti-
cize the players and league 
at every turn. Many of 
these trolls cry out when 
WNBA players rightfully 
demand the same revenue 
as their NBA counterparts.
As pointed out won-
derfully by ESPN’s Katie 
Nolan, that’s not what 
WNBA players are asking 
for. They understand that 
their league doesn’t make 
as much money as the NBA 
and their salaries can’t be 
comparable. What they 
are asking for is to have 
the same revenue split as 
the NBA, which is 50%. 
Considering the players 
are the product, it would 
make sense they would 
get an equal amount, 
for without them, there 
would be no product.
Most egregiously, the 
WNBA finally corrected 
its maternity leave policy. 
In the former CBA, teams 
were only required to pay 
up to half of a player’s 
salary while they were out 
on maternity leave. The 
current deal now mandates 
that salary be paid in full. 
A child-care stipend of 
$5,000, workplace accom-
modations for nursing 
moms, having at least a 
two-bedroom apartment 
for players with children 
and family planning reim-
bursement up to $60,000.
Last year, Dallas Wings 
guard Skylar Diggins-Smith 
missed the whole season 
while she was battling 
postpartum depression. 
The year before that, she 
played almost the entire 
year while pregnant in 
order to keep her salary. 
Diggins-Smith spoke 
extensively about her expe-
riences on Twitter and the 
WNBA’s new deal shows 
that they were listening.
This emphasis on 
mothers is emblematic 
of the league’s recogni-
tion of the challenges 
that face women’s sports. 
From pay inequity, to 
misogyny and the real-
ity of motherhood, the 
WNBA and WNBPA have 
taken almost all issues 
that arose in the previous 
four years and have given 
a measured response.
As the league continues 
to grow, unforeseen issues 
will arise, and this new CBA 
gives fans of the WNBA 
After 23 years as 
a sports league, the 
Women’s National 
Basketball Association 
(WNBA) finally starts to 
right some fairly egre-
gious wrongs in the 
latest collective bargain-
ing agreement (CBA). 
The new CBA, which was 
negotiated between the 
WNBA and the Women’s 
National Basketball 
Player’s Association 
(WNBPA), replaces the 
last CBA which was set 
to last from 2014-2021, 
before the WNBPA opted 
out in 2018 and played 
without an agreement 
while in negotiations.
The new CBA, which is 
set to last through 2027, 
accomplishes a lot as the 
league continues to try 
and tackle the issues facing 
the sport. The league 
finally paid their players! 
After a year headlined 
by Sports Illustrated’s 
Athlete of the Year 
Megan Rapinoe and the 
champion U.S. Women’s 
National Team’s crusade 
for equal pay for women, 
the WNBA’s inexperienced 
(two years or less) salary 
was raised from $41,965 
to $57,000. The expe-
rienced (three or more 
years) was raised from 
$56,375 to $68,000. For 
“core” players (stars), the 
salary was raised from 
$117,500 to $215,000.
Last season, the reign-
ing MVP, Seattle Storm’s 
Breanna Stewart, tore her 
achilles overseas in the 
offseason while playing 
for another team in order 
to supplement her salary. 
By keeping their stars 
healthy, the WNBA can 
get fans more invested in 
the league. Demonstrated 
by the NBA, star-based 
marketing yields the most 
return. If a game came 
down to a final shot, teams 
and fans alike want the 
ball to be in the star play-
er’s hands. Paying their 
stars incentivizes more 
people to view the WNBA 
as a career, eventually 
improving the product. An 
improved product equals 
more viewers, in turn lead-
ing to bigger corporate 
sponsorships, and more 
money for the players.
Pay raises are certainly 
a start to the equality that 
the WNBA and women’s 
sport leagues deserve. The 
new CBA added plenty of 
opportunities for players 
hope that the league and 
its players are in good 
hands. Professional sports 
leagues are no different 
than the rest of the world 
in the sense that money 
makes it go ‘round. The 
battle against female pay 
inequity and large scale 
discrimination is not 
one that will be fixed in 
one collective bargaining 
agreement, but the WNBA 
took one giant step for the 
history of women’s sports.
Courtesy of Lorie Shaull
Democrats will persuade the Republican Senators 
to remove Trump from office
The long-awaited 
impeachment trial of the 
45th president of the 
United States has arrived. 
Yet, facing removal from 
office, President Donald 
Trump feels invincible. I 
believe that if the House 
didn’t have enough evi-
dence we wouldn’t be 
here. Trump has con-
stantly abused his power 
as president. Trump has 
been testing the American 
people in seeing how far 
he can go, and he has been 
crossing that line before 
he was even sworn in.
A little before 2 a.m. 
last Wednesday, the first 
night of the impeachment 
rules debates ended. With 
Democrats being granted 
only one thing from their 
list of requests, it seems 
the 53 Republican sen-
ators aren’t willing to 
make this a fair trial. The 
Democratic impeachment 
managers are tasked 
with having to persuade 
a heavily Republican 
stacked Senate to want to 
see impeachable evidence 
of the president of the U.S.
Democrat House 
Representative, Adam 
Schiff, as well as the other 
impeachment managers, 
are holding the torch, 
holding our president 
accountable for his actions. 
Their ultimate respon-
sibility is to convince at 
least four Republican sen-
ators to vote to impeach 
our president. I know 
they will do everything 
they can to convince the 
Republican controlled 
Senate to want to see evi-
dence and hear witnesses. 
I believe they will because 
I believe in our democracy.
Trump was impeached 
in the House of 
Representatives for phone 
calls between himself 
and President Volodymyr 
Zelensky of Ukraine. 
Trump asked Zelensky 
to get dirt on Joe Biden, 
former vice president 
and a Democratic pres-
idential candidate in 
the 2020 election. Now 
that it’s moved past the 
House, impeachment lies 
in the Senate’s hands. 
The real question 
is: Will any of this 
make a difference?
Of course it will. 
Democrats will fight until 
the end to do everything 
they can to ensure we 
the American public see 
this impeachable evi-
dence. Just last night, the 
Democrats got a win as: 
“Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell told sen-
ators privately Tuesday he 
does not yet have the votes 
to block new witnesses in 
President Donald Trump’s 
impeachment trial,” 
according to AP news. 
This is big. Hearing those 
words from McConnell 
in a private session 
means they are scared. 
It means we are winning.
Some Republicans 
are starting to see the 
bigger picture, “Sen. Mitt 
Romney, R-Utah, has said 
he wants to hear what 
(potential witness John) 
Bolton has to say. Two 
other Republicans, Sen. 
Susan Collins of Maine and 
Sen. Lisa Murkowski of 
Alaska, also want to hear 
from more witnesses,” 
according to AP news.
There is a cause for 
concern for Democrats 
as Trump, despite many 
accusations both in his 
personal and political life, 
has not received any pun-
ishment. Multiple women 
have accused him of sexual 
harassment, of racial 
housing discrimination 
in his real estate affairs 
and his imfamous Trump 
University. He’s either 
quietly settled or gotten 
away with these crimes. 
The trial is set to end 
sometime this week. Early 
on during the trial, Schiff 
quoted Thomas Jefferson 
while talking about the 
state of our nation. “This 
is only a nation if we 
can keep it,” Schiff said. 
We the American people 
cannot let this go unat-
tended, if Trump is not 
removed  in the end, this 
trial will divide our nation 
even more. I hope at least 
four senators are on the 
right side of history. The 
truth always find the 
light, be that documenta-
ries, plays or books. I just 
hope we know the truth 
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Manfra and Weisse ranked in US Track & 
Field and Cross Country Coaches Association
Courtesy of Suffolk Athletics 
Courtesy of Suffolk Athletics 
Edward Reinhardt / Arts & Culture Editor
In wake of the news of Bryant’s passing a mural was crafted overnight in 
Graffiti Alley in Central Square of the NBA star and his daughter Gianna who 
also died in Sundays helicopter crash. Bryant was an important figure to fans in 
Boston because of the intense rivalry between the Lakers and the Celtics
In Quincy Market a flower 
display of Bryant’s initials and 
his number with the Los Angeles 
Lakers was put up this past week
Hannah Arroyo / Sports Editor 
Emma Weisse
Emily Manfra 
Senior co-captains of 
the women’s indoor track 
team, Emily Manfa and 
Emma Weisse appeared 
in the preseason United 
States Track & Field and 
Cross Country Coaches 
Association (USTFCCCA) 
rankings on Jan. 15. 
Manfra appeared in 
two separate rankings. 
She started off running 
the mile and finished in 
sixth place. Later on she 
would be third-best in the 
3000. Meanwhile, Weisse 
was ranked 31st out of 35 
in the 3000-meter.
Competing wasn’t easy 
for Weisse after coming 
back from a four-month 
injury. At the end of train-
ing in August, Weisse felt 
pain in her hip and contin-
ued to stress it out. 
“It was a progressive 
injury,” said Weisse. “I 
have bursitis in my hip, a 
torn labrum and tendini-
tis in my knee. With lots 
of rest, cross training and 
rehab, I'm slowly returning 
with very low mileage.” 
Even so, the dynamic 
duo teamed up as the 
only Division III athletes 
to compete at Harvard’s 
Beantown Challenge. 
“The biggest challenge 
of making the rankings is 
probably maintaining the 
physical health it requires 
to run at my full ability,” 
said Manfra. “Distance 
running, especially after 
four years, is an extremely 
demanding sport and I 
don’t think people real-
ize just how difficult it is. 
Everyone thinks it is easy, 
but when Emma and I are 
hitting 70 miles in a week, 
it’s tough.” 
Junior year, Manfra 
made Ram nation head-
lines as the first-ever 
track & field athlete to 
garner All-American 
status. Manfra completed 
an indoor mile time of 
4:57.04. 
Weisse, won her section 
and shaved 30 seconds off 
her 5000-meter time, fin-
ishing the race in 17:54.90.
Man f r a ,  f r om 
Stoneham, MA, began 
indoor track her freshman 
year of high school along-
side her sisters.
“I chose Suffolk because 
I felt comfortable here and 
I loved being in the city. I 
started track in Suffolk’s 
first season which was our 
sophomore year,” Manfra 
said.
Weisse, from Hampden, 
MA began indoor track her 
senior year of high school. 
“Suffolk didn’t have 
track our freshman year 
but we’ve been doing 
cross-country all four. I 
definitely didn’t come to 
Suffolk to run, but I am 
very thankful this is where 
we ended up,” Weisse said. 
Manfra and Weisse’s 
sophomore year indoor 
track had a team of six. 
Now, as co-captains, they 
are leading a team of 20. 
“We’ve both real-
ized that our hard work 
speaks for itself. If you’re a 
younger team member and 
see your captains putting 
in full effort for workouts 
and practice it sends a 
message that you should 
be giving 100% as well,” 
Manfra said. “We like to 
keep the mood light, run-
ning can be very stressful 
so we try to create a fun 
environment to alleviate 
the anxiety.”
The duo has been 
pushing each other since 
freshman year and know 
the mental and physi-
cal toll running has. As 
seniors they will run in 
some of their final races 
together this year.  
“Emma completely 
understands all of the 
emotions tied to distance 
running,” said Manfra.
The teams next compe-
tition is on Feb. 1 at Tufts 
and Boston University. 
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Larry and Michael Smith Court floods
Men’s and women’s basketball teams continue push for GNAC
Having home court 
advantage in basketball 
could be a major differ-
ence maker in the outcome 
of a game. With that being 
said, the Suffolk men’s and 
women’s basketball teams 
are facing their toughest 
“off-the-court” challenge 
this season.
Sometime in late 
December, the Larry E. 
Smith and Michael F. Smith 
Gymnasium, home court 
for both the men’s and 
women’s teams, flooded, 
causing serious damage 
to the facility. The damage 
was not discovered until 
Dec. 27 and called for a 
replacement of the entire 
court floor, according to 
Suffolk University spokes-
man Greg Gatlin.
The gymnasium is 
located 30 feet below 
ground in the Ridgeway 
Building. Sometime during 
winter break a drainage 
system malfunctioned, 
causing a pumping mech-
anism to fail, ultimately 
causing water to rise up 
through the floorboards 
said Gatlin.
“New sump pumps will 
be installed with a new 
control panel that now 
has the ability to sound 
an audible alarm and 
send text messages to key 
personnel if water levels 
rise too high,” said Gatlin 
in a statement. “That fea-
ture was not available 30 
years ago when the con-
trol panel was installed.”
Both teams have been 
forced to play the remain-
der of their home games 
at neutral sites. The men’s 
team has been practicing 
and playing games at Tufts 
University, and the wom-
en’s team has been both 
practicing and playing 
at Emerson College said 
Gatlin. 
“We are really grateful 
that two Boston schools, 
one a 10-minute walk 
another a 10-minute ride, 
have helped us out,” said 
women’s basketball coach 
Ed Leyden.  
The women’s team 
has made the most of 
its situation post-flood 
with a big win against 
Great Northeast Athletic 
Conference (GNAC) front-
runner Albertus Magnus 
College with a score of 
65-59. 
“Things happen,” said 
Leyden. “We recognize that 
we're all in this together 
and keep a great sense of 
humor about things. It’s 
unfortunate but not the 
end of the world.”
Both the men’s and 
women’s teams were 
strongest when playing at 
home so far this season, 
with records of 4-1. The 
major adjustment has not 
seemed to faze either team 
much, as their neutral site 
records each stand at 2-1.
Men’s basketball cap-
tain Thomas Duffy said 
the neutral site games 
have attracted less of a 
fan presence than a typical 
home game
“We’ve kind of 
embraced it,” said Duffy. 
“We’d rather be able to 
play at our home gym in 
front of our friends and 
buddies, but it’s been fun 
to play at new gyms we’ve 
never played at before.”
Overall, both the men’s 
and women’s teams have 
gotten off to impres-
sive starts this season. 
The men's team is cur-
rently sitting at 9-7 and 
the women’s team has a 
record of 11-5, which puts 
them fourth in conference 
seeding.
After an average 6-6 
start to the season, the 
men’s team was able to 
get the ball rolling with 
three straight wins against 
tough opponents such as 
Tufts University and Anna 
Maria College. 
“Our record doesn’t 
really show how good of 
a team we are,” said Duffy, 
“Eventually at some point 
it’s going to turn the 
corner.”
Duffy has acted as the 
anchor to this young team, 
currently averaging the 
second most points per 
game on the team with 
11.2 (behind only junior 
guard, Nate Hale who is 
currently averaging 12.9) 
while shooting 42% from 
the field.
After starting the 
season 1-2, the women’s 
team went on to win four 
straight games and have 
been playing their best 
basketball ever since. Led 
by senior captain Jenni-
Rose DiCecco averaging 
15 points per game, the 
women’s team has made 
a name for itself in the 
GNAC this year.
Losing out on five to six 
home games might be the 
breaking point for many 
basketball teams. Luckily 
for Suffolk, both the teams 
are not looking to give 
up as they both prepare 
to take on Johnson and 
Wales on Jan. 29.
While the season con-
tinues to move forward, 
Suffolk’s new court is 
scheduled to be refur-
bished by Feb. 10 said 
Gatlin. 
“We were close to 
needing a new court in 
the next five years,” said 
Suffolk Athletic Director 
Cary McConnell. “It was 
the original court in the 
building since 1991. It cer-
tainly served its life well.”
The men’s and women’s basketball teams playing on their home court
At the Larry E. Smith and Michael F. Smith Gymnasium, new materials (shown above) 
have arrived to replace the floor. The replacement is expected to be finished Feb. 10th. 
